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School Boys Hockey team in the New York
State Championship game on Sunday, March
15th. The Skaneateles Lakers defeated
Williamsville East High School by a score of
5-2 for its first title in 26 years.

The Lakers fought back from a 2-0 deficit,
working as a cohesive team to score 3 goals
in under 6 minutes. Sophomore Raymond
Falso received the tournament's Most Valu-
able Player Award, after having missed six
weeks of the regular season due to an injury.
Senior Captain Owen Kuhns, sophomores
Raymond Falso, Reggie Buell, and Patrick
Major were named to the All-Tournament
team. The Lakers finished their season with a
22-3-1 record due to the hard work of sen-
iors: Briggs Carter, Owen Kuhns, Jarrett
McDonald, Cullen McGlynn, James Motyl,
Brett Singler, and Trey Wirth; juniors: Karl
Adams, Devin Callahan, Sam Clymer, Reece
Eddy, Erik Huba, Bennett Morse, Kyle
Ochsner, Jacob Patalino, and Benn Russell;
sophomores: Matt Benson, Reggie Buell,
Dimitris Christou, Ray Falso, Adam Lupo, Pat-
rick Major, and Nick Rottger; freshmen: Matt
Leveroni and Marc Welch; and eighth-grader:
Luke Lynn. The team was coached by Mitch
Major, a former captain of the 1989
Skaneateles Lakers team.

The Lakers have played with dedication and
respect throughout the entire season. | com-
mend the hard work, commitment, and team-
work these players have displayed throughout
the season and the example they have set for
youth throughout the 24th District. Excellence
on the ice translates into excellence off the ice
and the practice of sacrificing for the common
goal, builds character in our children. | could
not be more proud to congratulate these
young men on their tremendous season.

——

CONGRATULATING NATHAN ECK-
ERT ON RECEIVING THE U.S.
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
RACHEL CARSON INDIVIDUAL
AWARD

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to honor Nathan Eckert, the recipient of
the 2014 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Ra-
chel Carson Individual Award. This award is
bestowed upon employees of the Service
whose outstanding contributions improve the
Service’s knowledge and management of fish
and wildlife resources. Nathan is a mussel bi-
ologist at the Genoa National Fish Hatchery in
Genoa, Wisconsin, and this recognition—con-
sidered one of the highest honorary awards in
the Service—is well deserved for his extraor-
dinary work in freshwater mussel conserva-
tion.

At the Genoa Fish Hatchery, Nathan has
been researching and implementing new tech-
niques and rearing systems for imperiled
freshwater mussels. As an expert in mussel
identification, Nathan has helped the Genoa
facility produce nearly 15 million mussels of 17
species, and his endeavors have directly re-
sulted in the release of more than 50,000
threatened or endangered mussels into water-
ways in the Upper Mississippi River Basin.
Nathan’s work also includes assisting various
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mitigation efforts involving projects that impact
freshwater mussel populations, providing rare
mussel species to partners such as the U.S.
Geological Survey and many toxicology labs
to study the effects of pesticides and contami-
nants on mussel survival.

Nathan’s dedication and leadership has
proved critical to protecting and sustaining the
rich biodiversity of the Mississippi River. It is
with great pride today that | rise to congratu-
late Nathan for receiving the Rachel Carson
Individual Award and to sincerely thank him
and the Genoa Fish Hatchery for building a
legacy of conservation for generations to
come.

IN RECOGNITION OF EL CENTRO
STUDENTS THIRD PLACE PRIZE
IN C-SPAN’S VIDEO DOCUMEN-
TARY COMPETITION

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Andrea Vallejo, Shelbie Verbrugh, and
Kennent Sandoval, seniors at Southwest High
School in El Centro, California, for their out-
standing achievement in winning Third Prize at
C-SPAN’s National 2015 StudentCam Com-
petition. StudentCam offers students across
the nation an opportunity to showcase their
talents in a friendly national competition.

All aspects of the video production, includ-
ing the research and planning in their docu-
mentary, “Salton Sea Restoration,” dem-
onstrated the highest level of critical thinking,
initiative, and ingenuity. The “Salton Sea Res-
toration” placed third out of the 2,280 videos
submitted, by more than 5,000 students
around the country.

This competition is one of our nation’s best
platforms for our youth to express their opin-
ions on national issues, provide eye-opening
and inspiring views of the country, and con-
tribute to the construction of a beloved com-
munity.

| want to congratulate these award recipi-
ents and encourage more youth involvement
in the greater discourse about our commu-
nities.

———
IN RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH
PASTORAL  ANNIVERSARY OF

REV. DR. RONALD L. OWENS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Rev. Dr. Ronald L. Owens as he
celebrates his 25th Pastoral Anniversary as
Senior Pastor of New Hope Baptist Church in
Metuchen, New Jersey. Pastor Owens con-
tinues to provide outstanding spiritual leader-
ship to the Metuchen community.

Dr. Owens attended New Hope Baptist
Church as a child and in 1990 was called
back to serve as its pastor. Under his leader-
ship, the membership of New Hope Baptist
Church has grown immensely. He has encour-
aged his congregants to practice faith in ac-
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tion, serving the needs of people through sev-
eral worship and outreach ministries.

In addition to his service to New Hope Bap-
tist Church, Dr. Owens is also a leader in the
Baptist church and an active member of the
community. He has served as General Sec-
retary of the General Baptist State Convention
of New Jersey, Moderator of the Middlesex
Central Baptist Association, Inc. and past
president of the Metuchen/Edison Clergy As-
sociation. He is also the first Chaplain of the
Metuchen Police and Fire Departments, where
he continues to counsel, former Vice-Chair-
man of the Middlesex County Democratic
Party and is a member of The Prince Hall Ma-
sons of New Jersey, among others.

Dr. Owens is married to Sister Cheryl
Owens, formerly Cheryl Jones, and together
they are blessed with two daughters and four
grandsons. An active member of her faith, Sis-
ter Cheryl Owens is also celebrating her 25th
anniversary of First Lady of New Hope Baptist
Church and | would like to join with the church
and community in thanking her for her service.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
celebrating the 25th Pastoral Anniversary of
Rev. Dr. Ronald L. Owens. His leadership,
service and dedication to the church and com-
munity are truly deserving of this body’s rec-
ognition.

———

CONGRATULATING ELLIE CAMP-
BELL FOR HONOR ORCHESTRA
OF AMERICA SELECTION

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ellie Campbell from Richmond,
Texas for her selection to the Honor Orchestra
of America. She is one of only two Harpists
who performed at the Orchestra America Na-
tional Festival in Indianapolis.

Ellie performs with Virtuosi, a Houston-area
orchestra, and the Region 13 Philharmonic Or-
chestra. With Virtuosi, she had the opportunity
to perform the prelude music for Violinist
ltzhak Perlman’s performance with the Hous-
ton Symphony in Jones Hall. Music plays an
important role in our lives and talented musi-
cians like Ellie contribute to our ability to ap-
preciate the beauty of classical music.

| commend Ellie for all of her musical ac-
complishments in Houston and beyond. On
behalf of the residents of the Twenty-Second
Congressional District of Texas, congratula-
tions again Ellie Campbell for her achieve-
ments.

———

HONORING MS. GAYE LEBARON,
SONOMA COUNTY WOMAN OF
THE YEAR

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 19, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Gaye LeBaron as one of
the Fifth District of California’s Women of the
Year as we celebrate Women’s History Month.
| regularly have the privilege to work with ex-
traordinary women across our district, and |
am proud to recognize Gaye as one of them.
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